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Grace and peace to all of you as we enter into this advent season, a time of prepa-
ration, a time of waiting, a time of anticipation of the birth of our Lord and savior.

As I was strolling through the Internet the other day, I have found that someone
had sent me a quote from a website called classy warfare. The war on Christmas
cannot end until Christmas stops its illegal occupation of November. In our mod-
ern day consumers rush for Christmas, we forget the wonderful glorious and spe-
cial season of advent. Our journey to the Christ child requires some preparation
requires us to look at the prophecies and the promises that precede the coming of
the Christ child. We embrace with Thanksgiving the God of the past, the present,
and the future. But there is much to gain in our understanding of who God is and
how and why he reaches out to us. And so this year I look forward to not just a
celebration, but I look for an internal change. For us to realize that the God who
came, the God who is coming again is the same God who is with us now.

And so the beginning of this advent season, a time of preparing for the coming
of the Lord, should begin with a spiritual yearning for more hope and joy and
peace and love. And so let's begin again with a celebration of a new Christian
year, Advent 2025 the year of the Lord.

MARK 1 NIV

"The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,
as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”

“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
Prepare the way for the Lord,
Make straight paths for him. “

And, All God’s Children said, Amen.
Jesus is the Reason for the season.

Pastor Dennis Burns

If you, a family member, or a friend are interested in becoming a
Hampton UMC member or wish to be baptized, please contact
Pastor Dennis Burns 319-559-0913
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UPCOMING DECEMBER CHRISTMAS EVENTS AT HAMPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday, Dec 7 2:00 p.m. Franklin County Community Choir Concert
Sunday, Dec 21  11:00 a.m. Worship-Children’s Christmas Program

4:30 p.m. Caroling—AIl churches welcome — Soup at UMC after
Wed, Dec 24 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 — MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT:

Just a reminder to turn in your Faith Commitment (Pledge) cards to the office, if you have not done so.

Also, any donations to the United Methodist Church need to be received by no later than December 29 to
be credited for 2025. Thank you.

MISSION INGATHERING REPORT—2025!!

THANK YOU, Hampton UMC participants!! Your donations of cash and kit items allowed us to send 11
personal dignity kits, 8 layette kits, 10 student school kits, 3 sleeping mats, 2 CWS Blankets, and 22 baby
sweaters, as well as cash donations to Heifer Project International (HPI), Mobility Worldwide, Self-Help
International, and postage for each kit.

A total of $1,634.00 in Cash and In-Kind donations was sent with Pastor Dennis to Cedar Falls from the
Hampton UMC for our Mission Ingathering 2025.

"The church library has a puzzle shelf available to anyone who enjoys puzzles. No
check out system, just help yourself and return when finished or pass on to a friend.
There are all sizes: 300, 500, 1000 and beyond! Just enter the church at the north door
and the library is just on your left. Open anytime the church is open"

GAS CARDS AVAILABLE FOR CHURCH MEMBERS

If you or a loved one are facing health challenges or need transportation to medical appointments,
our church offers gas cards to help with travel expenses. Gas cards are available at the church office.
Please reach out if this would be a blessing to you or someone you know.

DECEMBER CHANGE FOR LIFE
RADIO MINISTRY

Please Keep in your Prayers members and friends
confined to their homes or care centers.
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FROM THE KITCHEN

Strawberry Pretzel Salad
Mary Fridley

Pat’s note: I remembered this salad from Mary from several years ago. I think it is the perfect salad for a
holiday dinner!

2 2/3 cup crushed pretzels

3 Tablespoons sugar

%, cup margarine

Press in a 9X13 pan

Bake 10 minutes at 350 degrees
Mix:

8 ounce cream cheese

s cup sugar

2 cups Cool Whip

Put on the above

Dissolve:

2 Cups boiling water

2 Packages strawberry Jell-O
Add 10 ounces frozen strawberries
Put on the above

Refrigerate

The children of the church are practicing for this year’s
Christmas program. They would like to invite you to
“Best Christmas Present Ever!”

December 21* at 11:00 am. Hampton UMC

These favorite animals might be making a return visit

[Pictures are from 2024 Children’s Christmas Program]

December 21* to January 7"
will be a break.

From everybody on the Education
Committee and all the kids, have a
safe and happy holiday season.

Merry Christmas!!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1 Louise Gilchrist 5 Dan & Jessica Miller (1991)
2 Pam Moore, Phyllis Nelson 21 Don & Carolyn Moore (1974)
6 Jack Hindin 22 David & Pat Sackville (1968)
7 Lynn Sheeler
9 Steph McWilliams

10 Pat Sackville

11 Mallory Rieken

12 Andy Sheeler

13 Natalie Kline

14 Catie Corsello, Joni Kew, Alex Thompson
18 Bill Moore

20 Loretta Morgan

21 Lawrence Green

23 Tori Schoenfeld

24 Larry Fanny, Roger Minnier

27 Raelene Borcherding, Travis Rew

30 Hunter Rieken, Eileen Wilkinson

31 Matt Waddingham, Charlette Webber

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Joan Philgreen

Sharon Nelson

Jessica Buchanan

Thelma Donaldson, Mike Elling, Ruth Noelck
10 Terry Heilskov

11 Trinity Shirk Valenzuela

16 Taryn Kline, Brenna Menning, Sienna Shirk
20 Gayle Winfrey

22 Lori Poulos

26 Brian Stevens

27 Reece Shirk

28 Robin Hanson, Karen Rew

20 Todd & Debra Sabin (2007)

O o O~

Please call the church office (641-456-4238) for any
additions, corrections, or removals to the Birthday
or Anniversary list
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YOUR GENERAL FUND DOLLARS AT WORK!!! 11-10-25
OCTOBER 2025 Report
Oct. 2025 Year-To-Date
2025 General Fund Contributions Income
General Fund Income 12,492.72 170.940.21
Total General Fund Income 170.940.21
2025 General Fund Expenses

1. Connectional Ministries (Apportionments) (2,740.67) (27.406.70)
2. Missions/Qutreach - (167.00)
3. Education (Curriculum, S.S.. Youth,
Confirmation, VBS) - (215.03)
4. Worship (Licensing Fees, Piano Tuning, Worship
supplies) - (757.24)
5. Administration (Postage, Office Supplies, copy
machine, Annual Conference Delegates) (502.21) (4,777.81)
6. SPRC (Payroll, Pastoral/Pulpit Expense,
Professional Accountant Fees) (16.026.65) (97.910.38)
7. Trustees (Building Maintenance & Upkeep,
Insurances, Utilities, Parsonage mortgage/Repairs) (4.180.04) (45.871.60)

Total General Fund Expenses (23,449.57) (177.105.76)
Total Net Profit/Loss (1 0,956.85)1E (6,165.55)

September 30. 2025

General Fund Checking Balance $ 13.399.94
Designated Fund Checking Balance $ 54.377.60
General Savings Balance $ 49.468.92
Construction Account Balance §___ 768.11

* No surplus dollars moved or to move duc to net loss for Oct.

and General Ckg below minimum balance set by Finance.

*# No Surplus dollars available to move.

*®
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THE CLEAN UP CLOSET
Hampton United Methodist Church
100 Central Ave East, Hampton
Open First Saturday of Each Month
9:00 am—11:00 am
(residents will be able to receive products 6 times/year)

2025 Schedule: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

PLEASE BRING ITEMS ANY TIME TO THE CHURCH. BASKETS ARE AT THE EAST ENTRANCE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! MONETARY GIFTS ARE ALSO WELCOME! THANK YoUu!
Whether you are on a fixed income or having a hard time making ends meet, alone or with a family to
support, or any age, if you need help with cleaning/personal items, maybe we can help—no questions
asked. We know confidentiality is important to you—we will not give your name out. The Clean Up
Closet is open to all people.




