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Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

T h e T ower 2 Corinthians 5:17

From the Office of Bishop Laurie Haller = Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

As we await the coming of a new year, we recognize that in the United Methodist Church,
this is also a time of both anticipation and anxiety, as we await the special called General
Conference in St. Louis from Feb 23 to 26, 2019. Questions abound. Is it possible to stay
together as a denomination because of our differences around human sexuality? What will
happen to my church? What will happen to my friends who hold a different belief than I do?
Is it possible that “in our difference is blessing”?

I still remember the Old Testament lectionary passage from Dec 16. The prophet Zephaniah
(3:14-17, 19) offers great hope for us in the midst of the prophet’s judgement against Judah
and her neighbors. The good news of our faith is that, even as we are not of the same mind
over human sexuality, our God will create calm with God’s love. Even as we struggle to find
common ground and a way forward, our God rejoices over us with singing. Even as we fear
the possibility of a split, we claim God’s promise to deliver the lame, gather the outcasts, and
change their shame into praise.

God’s Word for each one of us today is, “Be not afraid!” In the days leading up to Feb 23, I
invite you to continue to fearlessly share the good news of Jesus Christ, which is for all peo-
ple. I encourage you to worship and serve the God who creates calm in your heart and re-
joices over each one of God’s children, created lovingly and uniquely in God’s image. And I
encourage you to keep on making a difference in your church, community, and to the far
corners of the world.

At the same time, I covenant to walk with you during these challenging days. As the episco-
pal leader of Iowa, I love, honor, and respect each one of you, no matter where you stand on
the issues that threaten to divide us. In the midst of our differences around human sexuali-
ty, we must remember that this is not the most important issue of the church. What is most
critical for United Methodist Christians is that we continue to share the transforming love of
Jesus and be a strong and courageous witness to the world by “doing justice, embracing
faithful love, and walking humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8)

On Friday, December 28, the Council of Bishops released a letter to the global LGBTQ com-
munity. At the November 2018 meeting of the Council of Bishops at St. Simon’s Island,
Georgia, the Council approved a motion to send a pastoral letter to the Global LGBTQ com-
munity. The writing team included a bishop from each central conference and jurisdiction.
If you have not done so yet, I encourage you to read the various proposals that will be before
the called General Conference in February. You can read the petitions at the Advance Daily
Christian Advocate. 1 also commend to you the newly released 2018 United Methodist
State of the Church Report: The Mission is Yet Alive.

A common theme that runs through the scriptures of Advent and Christmas is, “Do not be
afraid!” As the new year approaches, then, do not fear. Instead, may you find ways to reach
out to and embody the good news of Jesus Christ with others by the calmness of your love.
May you welcome new people who are attending your worship services by rejoicing with
them in prayer and song. May you continue to gather the outcasts of our world and bring
healing to all those who are suffering by the grace of your love and care. And may you be
God’s hope for the world made real through faithful leaders, fruitful communities, and fire—
filled people.

Blessings, Bishop Laurie
Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways. In our difference is blessing, from

diversity we praise one Giver, one Lord, one Spirit, one Word known in many ways, hal-
lowing our days. For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!  (#114 UMH)
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2019 Worship Flowers and Radio Ministry Dates Available

FLOWERS RADIO
Jan 6,13, 20,27 Feb 3,10,17,24 Jan 6,13, 20,27 Feb 3,10,17,24
Mar 3,10,17,24,31 Apr 7,14,21,28 Mar 3,17,24, 31 Apr 7,14,21,28
May 5,12,19,26 June 2,9, 16,23, 30 May 5,12,19,26 June 2,9, 16,23, 30
July 7,14,21,28 Aug 4,11,18,25 July 7,14,21,28 Aug 4,11,18,25
Sept 1,8, 15, 22,29 Oct 6,13, 20,27 Sept 1,8, 15,22,29 Oct 6,13, 20,27
Nov 3,10,17,24 Dec 1,8,15,22,29 Nov 3,10,17,24 Dec 1,8,15,22,29
Dec 22 is Poinsettias Radio Partial $40; Full $80

Our Sunday Worship service is broadcast on KLM] 104.9 FM Hampton
every Sunday at 11:15 a.m. Please help support this important part of the

qu;ngr UMC ministry by sponsoring a Sunday. Thank you for your support!

¢ KBURPOSE DRIVEN [ A WHAT ON EARTH AM I HERE FOR? By Rick Warren

RICK WARRE

PURPOSI TUESDAYS — Beginning January 8th at 1:00 p.m. Led by Robbi Stevens

IRIVEN
Z g

: This is an excellent 6-week study for all walks of faith and great review for anyone who has done
the study in the past. Contact the church office if you want to be a part of the study.

Books available at no charge to those signed up to attend. Class limited to nine participants.

On the anniversary of the day God called you home.....
January 10 Mark Honeck

For a time I felt as though my life had ended too. What we shared will always

be with me. My loved one’s influence still guides me. It lives within my heart >

and brings me strength and comfort each day. Continuing to live has taught !

me to face each day remembering only the happy memories. Though sadness r .
still surrounds me at times, I am beginning to hope for the future and to build .
new joyful memories for me and my family.

Please Keep in Your Prayers

Members and friends confined to their homes or care centers:
Regina Artley — Delores Bender — Elvera Dodd — Laura Hagensick
Bob Heilskov — Betty Moore — Verlene Murray
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It was our privilege to serve and bake for the Trent Vogel funeral. Servers were Candy Wagner, Linda
Pohl, Corey Dombrowski, Mary Douglass, Sandee Brouwer, Barb Quasdorf, Pat Sackuville, Lucy and

Roger Minnier. Bakers were Barb Quasdorf, Joy Lyman, Deb Chaney, Betty Etnier, Robbi Stevens and
Deb Jones.

A very special Thank You to the Miller Family at the Miller Tree Farm for
donating the beautiful Christmas tree that was displayed in the sanctuary
of our church!
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IT’S A PARTY!

EPIPHANY SUNDAY JANUARY 6, 2019
CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Catered Meal served after worship w/freewill offering
Remember the ministries of 2018— Dream about ministries for 2019
You don’t want to miss this!

RSVP with the office 641-456-4238 or reply via Email office@umc-hampton.org




4 The Tower January 2019

HAMPTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Leadership Council Minutes — December 12, 2018

Attendance: Berry Johnson (Chairperson), Pastor Michael Adedokun, Stacy Rieken, Lillian Craighton, Mike
Booth, Sonja Vosburg, Sue Kromminga and Robbi Stevens

Berry called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Sharing for prayers of joys and concerns was offered. Minutes from the November meeting were approved as
presented.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

EDUCATION: Stacy reported the Christmas program will be performed during the Sunday worship service on
December 16", Family Fun Night will be held on the 2™ Saturday of each month; hoping for better attendance
over time. The committee is introducing new curriculum for Sunday School, with rotation of stations each
week. They@e working on improving communi-cation with families for the Children First program. TheyGve
finalized their 2019 budget proposal. It was determined the bank accounts at First Bank Hampton for Jr. MYF
and Sr. MYF needs to be updated, with approval of Leadership. Motion by Sonja, seconded by Lillian, to ap-
prove signatories for the Jr. MYF bank account as Stacy Rieken and Sue Kromminga, and for the Sr. MYF bank
account, Brenda DeVries and Sue Kromminga. Motion approved.

ENDOWMENT: No report.
MEMORIAL: No report.

MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Lillian shared several items had been donated for the Share the Warmth event spon-
sored by the Chamber of Commerce; 5-6 bags of hats, gloves and scarves had been turned in to their office.
Lillian added that Berry had written and opening and closing statements to be included in the Sunday radio
broadcasts on KLMJ.

NOMINATIONS: No meeting held recently.

SPRC: Robbi advised some of the annual staff evaluations had been conducted this evening, with three others
pending. There is no plan for a December meeting at this time.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE: Mike reported the following account balances: Construction - $3,960.15; Gen-
eral Checking $4,753.11; IRMA - $31,585.60. Carol Nolte will get finance reports out this next week. Berry
noted November giving totaled $14,861; $4,100 short of expenses, so Above & Beyond letters went out last
week. He added that 30-40 participants had already responded to the plea. An email had been received from the
District Superintendent, which was read aloud by Berry; request for a fithank offering0 being scheduled for un-
paid apportionments. The Finance Committee will discuss this at their meeting next week and determine a date
for this special collection to be promoted for that purpose. Sue commented that Kathryn Yarnell was here re-
cently to talk to the Endowment Committee, and she® willing to return to assist with Leadership, Finance and
Stewardship developing a plan for improved finances. It was noted there is still a $9,000 loan to be paid. Sue
agreed to contact Kathryn for possible dates she@l be available for scheduling this consultation.

TRUSTEES: No report.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: Sonja advised of a need to meet when Carol& available to report how the
revenues from the Fall Bazaar were distributed. She expressed thanks for all the help with that event. UMW
meetings will again be recess over January, February and March in 2019; women are welcome to gather on the
third Wednesday of those months at 10:30 a.m. instead, and this is open to all United Methodist Women.

MEN® GROUP: Mike reported this coming Saturday will include information about Walk to Emmaeus;
meeting is at 8:00 a.m., with program at 9:00 a.m. He noted there are like programs for women and youth op-
portunities.

WORSHIP: No report.

DIRECTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP: Sue offered updates from Stewardship & Discipleship. She met with Larry
Gilchrist and Marwin Bogue this morning to formalize 250 commitment (pledge) cards that went out; 98 of
which have been returned, and 76 of those had pledged for General Fund. She noted there had a slight in-
crease in pledges in comparison to last year. Their committee intends to get an earlier start on this campaign
next year. The commitment celebration will be held on Epiphany Sunday on January 6", with plans for a
freewill donation catered meal after the worship service. The committee is working on a 12-month timeline,
with once a month invites a special speaker sharing their story. Robin McKee has agreed to share her story in
January. Sue encouraged on the night of the all-committee meeting in January that each committee strive to
schedule their monthly meetings, so that only the Leadership Council is scheduled on the second Wednesday
at 6:30 p.m.; allows for Leadership to complete their business earlier in the evening.

PASTORG® REPORT & STUDY: Pastor Michael reported heGl met recently with youth on their meeting
night; encouraging more youth participation in the work of the church. Hedl be meeting tomorrow with Brian
Stevens in planning the Candlelight Service on Monday, December 24", at 5:30 p.m. He has been asked to
offer an opening prayer and message for the Senior Citizen Center® Christmas dinner, and he plans to attend
the Ministerial Association® meeting on December 18". He added that he will be out of town from January 8
-13, and Sue has agreed to provide pulpit supply for the Saturday and Sunday worship services during that
time. Pastor Dave Wagner has agreed to provide coverage during his absence.

DISCUSSION AT LARGE: Sonja encouraged everyone register at First Bank Hampton during their holiday
open house for contributions theydl give to our church for each registration. She also invited anyone interest-
ed in joining the choir for Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 16", at 4:30 p.m., with soup and sand-
wiches being served back at the church after.

Upcoming events: It was noted the church office will be closed Christmas Day and New Year® Day, and no
Committee Café will be held on December 27", All-Committees meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9™ at 6:00 p.m., where election of Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary should be determined, as well as their
monthly meeting time.

Next meeting of the Leadership Council, Wednesday, January 9th, 7:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Robbi Stevens, Recording Secretary HAMPTON UMC LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MINUTES -1 2/ 12/ 1
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

4 Joan Philgreen

6 Sharon Nelson

8 Jessica Buchanan

9 Thelma Donaldson, Mike Elling, Adell Eustice,
Dorothy Juncker, Ruth Noelck

10 Terry Heilskov

11 Trinity Shirk

13 Kevin Quintus

16 Taryn Kline, Brenna Menning, Sienna Shirk

17 Roger Nuehring

18 Joyce Green

20 Gayle Winfrey

22 Lori Poulos

23 Betty Aldinger, Mary Jo Jones

26 Brian Stevens

27 Reece Shirk

28 Robin Hanson, Karen Rew

29 Verlene Murray

30 Enoch Adedokun

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 Agnes Allinson, David Donaldson, Derrick Kline

3 Jack Artley, Nicholas Quasdorf, Laura Quintus

5 Trevor Green, Mardell Van Kleeck

6 Sue Foreman, Linda Schulz

7 Renee Bultman, Brenda DeVries, Jane Hoegh,
Craig Silver

8 Ben DeVries, John Hamilton, Benjamin Oehlert,
Lea Anne Rew

10 Bonnie Fielding, Sue Rodemeyer

13 Phillip Adedokun

14 Gerald Whitmore

16 Victory Adedokun, Myron Card, Ozzy Gonzalez,

Haylee Hansen

17 Sharon Koenen, Harrison Kloetzer

18 Deb Chaney, Fran Huling

19 Coke Humburg, Luci Mollenbeck

20 Reann Orr, Deb Silver, Deb Slaichert

21 Betty Springer

22 Aubree McWilliams

23 Mike Buchanan

24 John Lyman

25 Kathy Burman, Ellen Shea

27 Wayne Foreman

28 Jody Hovenga, Kay Sargent

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

15 Myron & Carol Card (1960)
20 Todd & Debra Sabin (2007)

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

5 Keith & Joyce Peters (1977)
12 Mike & Bonnie Fielding (1983)
19 Jim & Barb Quasdorf (1977)

Please call the church office (456-4238) for any
additions, corrections, or removals to the Birthday
or Anniversary list
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January 2019 Worship Information & Schedule
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
100 CENTRAL AVENUE EAST
HAMPTON, IA 50441

Address Service Requested

January 2019

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Worship................. 5:00 P.M.
Sunday School .................... 9:00 A.M.

Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M.
Fellowship Time 11:30 A.M.
KLM] 104.9 FM Broadcast—Sundays @ 11:15 A M.

THE CLEAN UP CLOSET
In the Hampton UMC Fellowship Hall
100 Central Ave East, Hampton

Open First Saturday of Each Month
9:00 am—11:00 am
(residents will be able to receive products 6 times/year)

2019 Schedule:

Jan5 Feb2 Mar2 Apr6 May4 Junel
July6 Aug3 Sept7 Oct5 Nov2 Dec?7

PLEASE BRING ANY TIME TO THE CHURCH. BASKETS ARE AT THE NORTH & EAST ENTRANCES.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! MONETARY GIFTS ARE ALSO WELCOME! THANK YOU

Whether you are on a fixed income or having a hard time making ends meet, alone or with a family to
support, or any age, if you need help with cleaning/personal items, maybe we can help —no questions
asked. We know confidentiality is important to you—we will not give your name out. The Clean Up
Closet is open to all people.




